
Timeframe Big Ideas Essential 

Questions

Concepts Competencies Standards Vocabulary Assessment Educational 

Resources

Differentia

tion

Weeks  1-8 World history continues 

to influence 

Pennsylvanians, citizens 

of the United States, and 

individuals throughout 

the world today.                    

Characteristics, 

distribution, and 

migration of human 

populations impact 

culture, economic 

interdependence, 

settlement patterns, and 

control of  the Earth's 

surface.

How does 

continuity and 

change throughout 

world history 

influence your 

community today?                                                                                                        

How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration been 

beneficial or 

detrimental? How 

does conflict and 

cooperation 

influence social 

political, and 

economic entities?  

Mayan, Inca, & Aztec 

Civilizations                                                                                                                                                                     

World history can offer 

an individual judicious 

understanding about 

one’s self in the 

dimensions of time and 

space.                               

History demonstrates 

the diverse cultural 

heritage of many 

peoples throughout the 

world.                                                                                    

Textual evidence, 

material artifacts, the 

built environment, and 

historic sites are central 

to understanding world 

history.             

Political, social, and 

economic divisions of 

the Earth’s surface may 

result in conflict or 

cooperation.                                                             

Demographic 

characteristics of 

populations influence 

migration streams over 

time.                                                                                                   

Rationalize how spatial 

divisions of the world 

may lead to conflict or 

Synthesize a rationale for the 

study of a non-American 

individual in world history. 

Construct a biography of a 

non-American and generate 

conclusions regarding his/her 

qualities and limitations.                

Analyze a primary source for 

accuracy and bias, then 

connect it to a time and place 

in world history.                               

Apply the theme of 

continuity and change in 

Pennsylvania history and 

relate the benefits and 

drawbacks of your example.

CC.8.6.6-8.A: Write arguments focused on 

discipline-specific content.                                                                                                         

CC.8.6.6-8.B: Write informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of historical events.                                                                

CC.8.6.6-8.C: Produce clear and coherent writing 

in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.                                                                                                                            

CC.8.6.6-8.D: With some guidance and support 

from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.                                        CC.8.6.6-8.E: 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing and present the relationships 

between information and ideas clearly and 

efficiently.                               CC.8.6.6-8.F: 

Conduct short research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration.                                                  

CC.8.6.6-8.G: Gather relevant information from 

multiple print and digital sources, using search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 

the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation.                                        CC.8.6.6-8.I: 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

astronomy, 

civilization, 

glyph, mural, 

noble, plaza, 

pyramid, 

scribe, 

calendar, pok-

ta-pok, temple, 

jade, gods, 

religion, 

schoo,l patolli, 

government, 

mummification

(bundling), 

agriculture, 

ancestor, 

archaeologist, 

capital, city-

state, 

conquered, 

empire, legend, 

myth, obsidian, 

ruin, sacrifice, 

terrace, 

chocolate, 

nobility, 

province,

Quiz/Test, 

Projects, 

Response to 

Reading, 

Research 

Project/Paper

Grade level 

readers, 

Technology, 

Additional 

Resource 

Books

Graphic 

Organizer, 

Extended 

Time, 

Small 

Group 

Instruction, 

Repeated 

Direction,P

aired 

reading, 

Reread, 

High and 

Low 

Leveled 

Text



Weeks  9-21 World history continues 

to influence 

Pennsylvanians, citizens 

of the United States, and 

individuals throughout 

the world today.

How does 

continuity and 

change throughout 

world history 

influence your 

community today?                                                                      

How can the story 

of a person on 

another continent, 

past or present, 

Explorers.                                                                                                                                                      

Biography is a 

historical construct 

used to reveal positive 

and/or negative 

influences an individual 

can have on the United 

States society.                                                                                                                                      

Textual evidence, 

material artifacts, the 

Construct a biography of a 

non-American and generate 

conclusions regarding his/her 

qualities and limitations.                                                                                                                     

Synthesize a rationale for the 

study of a non-American 

individual in world history.      

Analyze a primary source for 

accuracy and bias, then 

connect it to a time and place 

8.1.5.A: Identify and explain the influences of 

economic features on continuity and change over 

time.                                             "CC.8.6.6-8.A: 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 

content.                                                                                                         

CC.8.6.6-8.B: Write informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of historical events.                                                                

CC.8.6.6-8.C: Produce clear and coherent writing 

in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.                                                                                                                            

almanac, 

colony, 

doldrums, 

eclipse       

enslave, 

malaria, 

marooned, 

pearl                  

reef, 

conquistador, 

Quiz/Test, 

Projects, 

Response to 

Reading, 

Research 

Project/Paper

Grade level 

readers, 

Technology, 

Additional 

Resource 

Books

Graphic 

Organizer, 

Extended 

Time, 

Small 

Group 

Instruction, 

Repeated 

Direction,P

aired Weeks  22-27 The history of the United 

States continues to 

influence its citizens, and 

has impacted the rest of 

the world.                                                                                                       

Characteristics, 

How does 

continuity and 

change within the 

United States 

history influence 

your community 

US & PA Natives                                                                                                                                                                                                   

United States history 

can offer an individual 

judicious understanding 

about one's self in the 

dimensions of time and 

Analyze a primary source for 

accuracy and bias, then 

connect it to a time and place 

in world history.                              

Synthesize a rationale for the 

study of individuals in 

7.3.5.A: Identify the human characteristics of 

places and regions using the following criteria:                                                            

Population 

Culture 

Settlement 

Economic activities 

taunting, lured, 

hesitated, 

ransom, 

commotion, 

barbarous, 

awkward, 

Quiz/Test, 

Projects, 

Response to 

Reading, 

Research 

Project/Paper

Grade level 

readers, 

Technology, 

Additional 

Resource 

Books

Graphic 

Organizer, 

Extended 

Time, 

Small 

Group 
Weeks  28-36 The history of the United 

States continues to 

influence its citizens, and 

has impacted the rest of 

the world.

How does 

continuity and 

change within the 

United States 

history influence 

your community 

today?                                                                                                        

How has social 

Colonies.                                                                                                                                                            

United States history 

can offer an individual 

judicious understanding 

about one’s self in the 

dimensions of time and 

space.                                                                                                                                                    

Biography is a 

Analyze a primary source for 

accuracy and bias, then 

connect it to a time and place 

in world history.                              

Synthesize a rationale for the 

study of individuals in 

United States history.          

Analyze a primary source for 

7.3.5.A: Identify the human characteristics of 

places and regions using the following criteria:                                                            

Population 

Culture 

Settlement 

Economic activities 

Political activities                                                                                     

8.1.5.A: Identify and explain the influences of 

buffer, 

borderlands, 

presidio,          

permanent, 

scarce, 

hacienda,                       

self-sufficient, 

mission, royal 

Quiz/Test, 

Projects, 

Response to 

Reading, 

Research 

Project/Paper

Grade level 

readers, 

Technology, 

Additional 

Resource 

Books

Graphic 

Organizer, 

Extended 

Time, 

Small 

Group 

Instruction, 

Repeated 


